
Higher Education Teaching Course Syllabus 

Course/Section: Faculty Center for Teaching and Learning Fall 2009 

Course Title: Higher Ed Teaching Course 

College/Department: CTL/Faculty Center 

  

Instructor:  Jace Hargis 

Office:        Faculty Center                               Class Days:  Thursday 

Phone:        946.2409                                     Class Hours:  3:00-5:00 PM 

E-Mail:        jhargis@pacific.edu                   Class Location:  Faculty Ctr LL 

Website:      www.faculty-center.org                       

  

Course Overview - This course will address the knowledge, skills and dispositions expected 

from a professional in the higher education arena.  Topics will include presentation skills and 

practice; balancing the many roles of professors; course design; delivery of instruction, teaching 

strategies; learning differences among students; active learning strategies and collaborative 

learning; giving assessment and soliciting feedback; academic ethics, legal issues; and 

classroom management. 

  

Course Objectives/Learning Outcomes - The purpose of this course is to assist faculty who 

wish to gain a clearer, deeper active approach to teaching and learning.  The course aligns with 

the University’s central goal of teaching and learning. Our mission is to support the pursuit of 

excellence in teaching and learning.  We provide services and resources to assist faculty in 

becoming more effective, active teachers and scholars, subsequently enabling students to 

become more engaged stakeholders in the construction of their conceptual process. 

  

Learning Outcomes are the knowledge, skills and disposition which the active, higher level 

processing, student-centered learner should be able to DO, specifically under these conditions 

and to what degree these expected outcomes will be measured. A quality learning outcome 

typically has at least two parts: substance or subject matter and form or what action must the 

learner perform (analyze, classify, compare, compute, contrast, demonstrate, derive, evaluate, 

explain, integrate, interpret, justify, outline, propose, synthesize...). Therefore, the faculty 

member will: 

-       propose effective instruction through intentional, appropriate integration of additional 

empirically-based active teaching strategies, considered a success when deployed and 

assessed in the classroom; 

-       implement specific best-practice, literature-based teaching and learning skills; 

-       actively explore and pursue Boyer's(1990) Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL) 

model as a method for examining and improving teaching and learning; and  

http://web.pacific.edu/x11676.xml
mailto:jhargis@pacific.edu
http://www.faculty-center.org/
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/Scholarship-Reconsidered/Boyer-Ernest-L-Boyer-Ernest-L/e/9780787940690


-      identify the needs of diverse students, diverse learning environments, and instructional 

technologies; subsequently applying appropriate methods to accommodate for various learning 

styles. 

  

Course Prerequisites/Co-requisites - Terminal Degree 

  

Required Texts and Learning Materials - Textbooks that you are using in your course; your 

Syllabus, Assessments, Methods, Plans, Ideas, etc.; an engaging learning attitude and 

perspective. 

  

Supplementary (Optional) Texts and Materials - Faculty Center Website 

  

Basis for Final Grade/Assessment - Although there is no formal ‘grade’ in this course, we 

hope that you will self-regulate and ultimately embed much of what we are discussing into your 

course, both this semester and beyond. We hope to offer a learner-centered experience 

utilizing active learning methodology to assist participants in making connections between 

teaching and learning.  The approach is conceptually-based and subsequently process driven, 

engaging learners to observe, communicate, classify, infer and predict.  A learning environment 

will facilitate learners to build on their prior knowledge and value of education expanding into 

models of learning, critical analysis and methods of teaching.  In particular the concepts are 

both foundational and generalizable into other areas.  The goal of learning is not only content, 

but ideally we should be able to use, apply, integrate and actively use concepts from one 

discipline to extend understanding and meaning in other areas. Our brains function best when 

they have multiple stimuli of differing degrees and types.  It is similar to if you only had one 

target to aim at, your chances of hitting it are less than if you had a dozen targets. 

  

Course Policies 

Technology and Media - I will use email extensively to help keep everyone informed in an 

asynchronous manner. Please feel free to bring/use your laptop, or if you would like to use one 

for this course, we have several we can loan you for the session. Please disengage all other 

portable devices for the time we are together. We assume everyone will be intrinsically 

motivated to attend, although we understand there will be times when we need to miss our 

class. Please chat with your colleagues or myself for material which we covered. 

  

Tentative Schedule - We will be using an Electronic Teaching and Learning Workbook 

accessed at http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/Events/GTAPrograms/workbook. Please do not feel 

obligated to print any of this online material as I will have forms prepared for your use during 

class. 

http://home.xnet.com/~ansible/attitude.html
http://www.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/ERB0311.pdf
http://www.calstatela.edu/dept/chem/chem2/Active/
http://www.jhargis.com/process1.htm
http://www.accessexcellence.org/LC/TL/filson/critthink.html
http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/Events/GTAPrograms/workbook


Week Concept (hyperlinked) Tangent Media Please Bring to Class 

1  
(Sep 
3) 

Course Description/Intent; and 
Introduction to Learning Theory 

Tech & 
Students 
Students Today  
Perspective 

Great engaging attitude and 
pertinent, divergent 
questions 

2 Course Design Part I: Teaching 
Goals; Goals Alignment; and 
Objectives 

Indoctrinate U 
Higher Ed 1960 
Course Design 

Your current course goals. 
[print and bring TGI] 

3 Course Design Part II: 
Assessment Strategies and 
Matrix; Meeting Objectives 
Matrix(rubistar) 

10 Objections 
The Exam 
Do rubrics 
work 
Blooms Tax 
Cues 

Your current assessment 
practices and strategies  
[bring YOUR rubrics] 

4 Course Design Part III: Lesson 
Plan Matrix and Outcomes 

Future of Ed 
Google 
Searches 
Twitter  

Your current lesson plans 
and how they relate to your 
instruction 

5 Teaching Models Learning Cycle 
Passing Tests 
 Cheating 

Ideas of how you teach – 
past, present and how you 
plan to improve 

6 Effective Lectures: Introduction; 
Best Practices; Speak 
Engagingly; Organization 

Randy Pausch 
Teach 
Context Teach 

Sample of your lecture and 
be ready to present a 
portion 

7 Instruction Techniques: Tips on 
Slide Presentations; Leading a 
Discussion/Lab 

PP Tips 
Adv PP 
Backing Up 

Examples of your 
PowerPoint and  other 
presentation material 

8 
10/22 

Collaborative Learning; and 
Problem-Based Learning 

Physics 
Web 2.0 
Academic 2.0 

Ideas of how you engage 
your students 

9 
10/29 

 
Evaluations and Midterm 
Evaluations 

Emerging Ed Tech, iff time... 

Homework? 
Teaching in 
College 
Kind of Teacher 

Be ready to present how 
you use interactive 
strategies in your class 

10 
11/5 

Interactive Techniques I and 
Interactive Techniques II. Faculty 
demo how they use in their classes 

Evals  Your philosophy on student 
evals and how you use 
these for improvement 

11 
11/12 

Working Class - developing final 
class multimedia 

 NA  NA 

12 
11/19 

Syllabus Design for next term 'Course' design 
  

Your syllabus and notes 
from this course to update 

13 
11/26 

Thanksgiving Holiday NA NA 

14 
12/3 

Share Multimedia Products NA Your Products & Questions 

 

http://www.faculty-center.org/LT
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGCJ46vyR9o
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGCJ46vyR9o
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P7J_ereCiTo&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a15KgyXBX24
http://www.faculty-center.org/CourseDesignI
http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/Events/GTAPrograms/workbook/Files/coursedesignteachinggoals.html
http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/Events/GTAPrograms/workbook/Files/coursedesignteachinggoals.html
http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/Events/GTAPrograms/workbook/Files/coursedesigngoals.html
http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/Events/GTAPrograms/workbook/Files/coursedesignobjectives.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u-zz1HwxIjg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oci5MucvDMY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LZ7kE_eUMuA
http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/Events/GTAPrograms/workbook/Files/coursedesignteachinggoals.html
http://www.faculty-center.org/CourseDesignII
http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/Events/GTAPrograms/workbook/Files/coursedesignassessmentstrategies.html
http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/Events/GTAPrograms/workbook/Files/coursedesignassessmentmatrix.html
http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/Events/GTAPrograms/workbook/Files/coursedesignassessmentmatrix.html
http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/Events/GTAPrograms/workbook/Files/coursedesignmeetingobjectivesmatrix.html
http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/Events/GTAPrograms/workbook/Files/coursedesignmeetingobjectivesmatrix.html
http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/Events/GTAPrograms/workbook/Files/coursedesignmeetingobjectivesmatrix.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AAUrnAAv0CE&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ocd1D8fwdjU&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kH3PSjh2G20&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kH3PSjh2G20&feature=related
http://www.faculty-center.org/Bloom
http://www.faculty-center.org/Bloom
http://www.faculty-center.org/CourseDesignIII
http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/Events/GTAPrograms/workbook/Files/coursedesignlessonplanmatrix.html
http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/Events/GTAPrograms/workbook/Files/coursedesignlessonplanmatrix.html
http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/Events/GTAPrograms/workbook/Files/coursedesignoutcomes.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PU85gPt4FMY
http://www.howcast.com/videos/3043-How-To-Do-Better-Google-Searches
http://www.howcast.com/videos/3043-How-To-Do-Better-Google-Searches
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JgbfMY-6giY&feature=user
http://www.faculty-center.org/TeachingModels
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uyvhrd7iOOI&feature=related
http://www.howcast.com/videos/12363-How-To-Pass-the-Test-When-You-Havent-Read-the-Book
http://www.howcast.com/videos/227801-How-To-Cheat-on-Any-Test-Easy-2?ref=as
http://www.faculty-center.org/EffectiveLectures
http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/Events/GTAPrograms/workbook/Files/effectivelecturesintroduction.html
http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/Events/GTAPrograms/workbook/Files/effectivelecturesbestpractices.html
http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/Events/GTAPrograms/workbook/Files/effectivelecturesspeakengagingly.html
http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/Events/GTAPrograms/workbook/Files/effectivelecturesspeakengagingly.html
http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/Events/GTAPrograms/workbook/Files/effectivelecturesorganization.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ji5_MqicxSo&feature=related
http://vids.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=vids.individual&videoid=24586319&searchid=a0613683-0b9d-4677-bef8-81be07f80c10
http://wherethehellismatt.com/
http://www.faculty-center.org/InstructionTechniques
http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/Events/GTAPrograms/workbook/Files/teachingwithslides.html
http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/Events/GTAPrograms/workbook/Files/teachingwithslides.html
http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/Events/GTAPrograms/workbook/Files/leadingadiscussionlab.html
http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/Events/GTAPrograms/workbook/Files/leadingadiscussionlab.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O2Tky6v0HE8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I3VjAwu1U_4
http://www.howcast.com/videos/1325-How-To-Back-Up-Your-iTunes-Library
http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/Events/GTAPrograms/workbook/Files/collaborativelearning.html
http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/Events/GTAPrograms/workbook/Files/problembasedlearning.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qQra4baNwP8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6gmP4nk0EOE&feature=user
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vZ1jFaXgTnw&feature=related
http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/Events/GTAPrograms/workbook/Files/midtermevaluation.html
http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/Events/GTAPrograms/workbook/Files/midtermevaluation.html
http://www.howcast.com/videos/357-How-To-Make-Homework-Less-Work
http://www.howcast.com/videos/357-How-To-Make-Homework-Less-Work
http://www.howcast.com/videos/357-How-To-Make-Homework-Less-Work
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OHOdiSUHjEc&feature=related
http://www.faculty-center.org/InteractiveTechniquesI
http://www.fctl.ucf.edu/Events/GTAPrograms/workbook/Files/101interactivetechniques.html
http://www.ehow.com/video_4942914_classroom-management-former-student-evaluations.html
http://www.faculty-center.org/SyllabusDesign
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nWU0bfo-bSY

